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62  COINS  OF  KING  JOGALIA  FOUND! 


This  past  July,  Bob  Douchis,  co-founder 
and  Director  Emeritus  of  the  LNA,  returned 
from  a trip  to  Lithuania  with  the  tantilizing 
news  that  about  60  coins  of  King  Jogalia  where 
found  in  Vilnius.  Subsequently,  we  obtained  an 
article  from  the  July  13  issue  of  "Respublika" 
and  another  from  the  September  5 issue  of 
"Lietuvos  Rytas"  describing  the  find.  With 
supplemental  information  by  e-mail  from 
numismatists  in  Lithuania,  here  is  what  we 
know  about  this  very  exciting  discovery. 

62  coins  were  unearthed,  four 
previously  known  types  were  identified  and 
one  coin  was  of  a type  not  previously  known. 
The  coins  weigh  between  about  4.6  and  13.8 
grains  (0.3  and  0.9  grams)  suggesting  that  their 
denominations  are  between  one  and  three 
denars.  When  clipping,  nornal  wear  and 
deterioration  due  to  the  coins  having  been  in 
the  soil  for  over  600  years  is  taken  into 
account,  opinions  as  to  the  denomination  of 
any  one  individual  coins  or  class  of  coins  may 
have  to  be  modified.  Since  illustrations  of  the 
coins  found  are  not  availbale  at  this  time,  we 
will  have  to  rely  on  pictures  from  previously 
finds.  The  enlarged  illustrations  about  twice 
actual  size. 

13  coins 
with  a Cyrillic 
"Pechat"  on  the 
obverse  and  a 
spearhead  next 

to  a Greek  Cross  were  identified. 


Aleksandras  Radzius 
14  have  on  the  obverse  the  personal 
arms  of  King  Jogalia,  a 
heraldic  Apostolic 
Cross,  and  an 
equestrian  figure 
on  the  reverse. 

Although  over  40  coins  of  this  type  are  known, 
on  some  of  the  coins  from  this  find  a Cyrillic 
legend  KNIAZ  JUGA  can  be  made  out.  By 
enclosing  the  Apostolic  Cross  in  a shield.  King 
Jogalia  showed  that  it  is  unmistakably  heraldic. 
Interestingy,  Hungarian  coins  for  hundreds  of 
years  displayed  the  Apostolic  Cross  non- 
heraldically.  During  the  reign  of  King 
Sigismund  ( 1387-1437),  the  Apostolic  Cross 
became  the  arms  of  Hungary.  Makes  one 
wonder  if  Jogalia's  adoption  of  the  Apostolic 
Cross  prior  to  1384  for  his  personal  arms 
influenced  the  Hungarian  King  to  also  take  a 
similar  step  and  adopt  the  Apostolic  Cross  as 
the  arms  of  Hungary.  Also,  flags  with  the 
personal  arms  of  King  Jogalia  in  royal 

peacetime  colors  (yellow  Apostolic  Cross  in  a 
blue  field)  designated  the  forward  line  of  the 
Polish  forces  during  the  Battle  of  Tannengerg 
on  July  15,  1410.  As  a consequence,  the 
personal  arms  of  King  Jogalia  in  royal 

peacetime  colors  went  down  in  Polish  history 
known  as  the  'goncha',  the  generic  name  for  a 
flag  designating  the  forward  battle  line.  I do 
not  know  if  the  Poles  extend  this  name  to  King 
Jogalia's  arms  in  non-royal  war  colors  (white 
Apostolic  Cross  in  a red  field)  or  to  the  'no- 
prisoners-taken,  fight-to-the-death'  war  flag 


(Continued  on  page  8...) 


DIRECTOR'S  REPORT 


Currently  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association  (LNA)  consists  of  73  dues  paying 
members  of  whom  1 5 are  charter  members,  i.e. 
thev  joined  within  the  first  year  after  LNA  was 
founded  by  Frank  Passic  and  Bob  Douchis  in 
1978.  A very  good  history  of  the  LNA  was 
presented  in  our  May-june  1996  anniversary 
1 00th  issue  of  The  Knight. 

Since  our  inception  in  1978,  many  things 
have  changed  and  its  a much  different  world 
now.  Russia  no  longer  occupies  Lithuania  and  as 
a result,  Lithuania  again  has  its  own  coins, 
banknotes,  seals  and  medals.  With  our 
newsletter.  The  Knight,  we  continue  to  inform 
the  English  speaking  numismatic  community  of 
Lithuanian  numismatics,  both  historic  and 
modern. 

As  with  all  organizations,  our  membership 
has  changed  with  time.  Some  members  have 
been  with  us  during  all  of  the  past  25  years. 
Some  had  dropped  out,  new  ones  joined,  others 
dropped  out  only  to  rejoin  later,  and  some  have 
died.  So  we  felt  it  necessary  to  get  the  pulse  of 
our  current  dues  paying  members.  Thus  the 
questionnaire  that  was  mailed  out.  From  the 
responses  we  hope  to  better  address  our 
member's  Lithuanian  numismatic  interests. 

Of  the  questionnaires  mailed  out,  58 
members  responded.  Thanks  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you.  Those  of  you  who  have  not 
responded,  do  so  that  your  voices  may  also  be 
heard. 

Here  are  the  results.  The  graph  shows  in 
decreasing  order  the  numismatic  fields  of  our 
members  interests.  Not  surprisingly,  Lithuanian 
coins  and  banknotes  head  the  list,  with  interest  in 
coins  being  slightly  greater  than  the  interest  in 
banknotes.  But  what  is  surprising  is  that  there  is 
almost  as  much  interest  in  medieval  Lithuanian 
coins  as  in  modern  and  rennaisance  coins  even 
though  modern  and  renaissance  Lithuanian  coins 
are  readily  available  to  most  collectors  and 
medieval  coins  are  not.  Seems  as  though  one 


might  say,  “Scratch  a Lithuanian  and  you'll  find  a 
historian."  I was  also  surprised  to  find  that  there 
IS  almost  as  much  interest  in  Lithuanian  military 
decorations  as  in  tokens  issued  by  Lithuanian 
communities  and  organizations  in  the  U.S. 
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Our  members  who  indicated  'other'  topics 
were  rather  specific  and  had  some  interesting 
suggestions.  Three  members  stated  they  would 
like  to  see  material  on  Latvian  and  Estonian 
numismatics,  one  suggested  Prussian 
numismatics  before  the  arrival  of  the  Germans 
and  another  suggested  we  address  Tartar  coins 
used  or  minted  in  Lithuania.  All  the  peoples 
along  the  Eastern  Baltic  coast,  i.e.,  Prussians, 
Samogitians,  Samgalians,  Livs,  and  Estonians, 
traded  with  any  foreigner  who  showed  up  on 
their  shores  and  no  doubt,  these  coins  made 
their  way  inland.  Further,  during  the  13th 
century  our  King  Vytenis  not  only  support  the 
Bishop  of  Riga  in  his  conflict  with  the  German 
Livonia  Order  but  even  had  troops  garrisoned  in 

(Continued  lmi  page  4...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Michigan. 


EARLY  LITHUANIAN  COIN(s)  IDENTIFICATION  QUIZ 


Our  LNA  Director,  Alex  Radzius, 
has  provided  us  with  an  interesting  topic 
this  month.  It  is  an  identification  QUIZ 
for  4 medieval  coins.  They  LOOK 
Lithuanian,  don't  they?  Or  are  they? 

Which  of  these  coins  do  you  think  is 
a medieval  Lithuanian  coin?  The  coins 
are  not  actual  size,  but  have  been 
enlarged  to  better  illustrate  what  is  on 
them.  Your  knowledge  of  medieval 
Lithuanian  coins  is  being  tested.  Also, 
your  familiarity  with  medieval  coinage  in 
general  is  being  explored. 

Here  is  what  we  would  like  our 
members  to  do  who  want  to  take  the 
"challenge".  On  the  form  that  came  with 
this  issue  of  The  Knight,  indicate  your 
response  and  the  reason  for  your  pick. 
Write  your  name  on  top  of  the  form  (OK, 
if  you  don't  want  to  give  your  name  we 
will  let  you,  but  we'll  look  at  the 
postmark  on  the  envelope...).  Mail  the 
form  back  to  us  at:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  22696, 


Baltimore,  Maryland  21203.  However, 
for  your  convenience,  we  are  enclosing  a 
self-addressed  envelope. 

The  coins  will  be  identified  and 
responses  from  our  LNA  members  will  be 
announced  in  the  May-june  issue  of  The 
Knight. 


GOLD/SILVER  COIN  TO  BE  ISSUED! 

(From  Kauno  Diena,  October  18,  2002) 


The  first  Lithuanian  precious  metal  bi- 
metallic commemorative  coins  will  be  issued  in 
2003  to  celebrate  the  750  year  anniversary  of 
the  coronation  of  King  Mindaugas.  In  the 
competition  for  the  design  of  the  200  litai  coin, 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  on 
October  1 7,  2002  awarded  first  place  to  Petras 
Repsys.  Second  and  third  places  were  awarded 
to  Rytas  Jonas  Belevicius  and  Jonas  Gediminas 


Zukauskas  respectively. 

It  is  planned  that  the  coins  will  be  issued 
during  the  second  quarter  of  2003. 

The  200  litai  denomination  coin  will  have 
a 90%  gold  17  mm  inner  disk  weighing  7.9 
grams.  The  outer  ring  will  be  92.5%  silver.  The 
coin  will  be  27  millimeters  in  diameter  with  a 
total  weight  of  1 5 grams.  The  plan  is  for  2,000 
coins  to  be  minted. 


DIRhCTORS  REPORT,  Continued  from  page  2.... 


Riga,  thus  Lithuanian  troops  would  have  used  the 
local  currencies.  Centuries  later,  the  Latvian 
Duchy  ot  Courland,  while  a part  of  the 
Lithuanian-Polish  Commonwealth,  issued  its  own 
coins.  More  recently,  right  after  VVWI,  the 
Bermontists  issued  banknotes  while  operating  in 
Latvia  and  Lithuania.  Further,  Lithuanians  came 
to  dominate  the  nothern  spur  of  the  Silk  Road 
previously  held  by  the  Vikings.  And  medieval 
Tartar  coins  counterstamped  with  the  Columns 
of  Gediminas  are  known.  Thus,  there  are 

Prussian,  Latvian,  Estonian  and  Tartar 
numismatic  items  which  are  a legitimate  part  of 
Lithuanian  numismatics. 

One  member  requested  articles  on 

renaissance  coins.  Although  we  have  had  articles 
on  Renaissance  coins,  they  were  not  as 
numerous  as  articles  on  modern  coins  and 

banknotes  or  medieval  Lithuanian  coins.  We  will 
try  to  get  more  of  them  published. 

Two  member  were  Interested  In 

Lithuanian  history  prior  to  WWI.  I'm  assuming 
that  they  are  interested  In  coins  and  banknotes 
used  by  Lithuanians  under  Czarist  and  Prussian 
occupation.  This  is  a very  legitimate  topic  for 
our  exploration. 

One  member  suggested  continued  listing 
of  KM#'s  to  the  new  issues  of  Lithuanian  coins. 
KM#'s  are  assigned  irregularly  and  are  listed 
when  the  catalogs  come  out  each  year.  They  will 
be  included  in  upcoming  issues  of  The  Knight. 

Another  member  wondered  about 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Clubs  in  other  countries. 
There  was  a Lithuanian  stamp  club  here  In  the 
states  and  one  in  Canada.  Many  of  their 
members  were  also  numismatists.  But  both  are 
now  non-functioning.  A Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association  tried  to  get  organized  in  Lithuania. 
But  when  the  Collector's  Club  was  organized, 
numismatists  stopped  their  organizational  efforts 
and  went  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Collector's 
Club,  This  is  what  we  know.  However,  there  are 
sizable  and  active  Lithuanian  colonies  in  Europe, 
Australia,  and  South  America.  Possibly  the 
member  making  the  inquiry,  or  anv  other 


member  of  the  LNA,  could  do  the  research,  via 
the  internet  for  starters,  and  present  his  findings 
for  us  for  publication.  In  the  meanwhile,  if 
material  on  this  topic  turns  up,  we  will  publish  it. 

One  member  wanted  to  see  articles  on 
Lithuanian  medals  and  Rimsa  medals  in 
particular.  Although  we  had  featured  articles  on 
some  Rimsa  medals,  I know  he  produced  others 
that  we  had  not  covered.  Table  medals  and  coins 
are  not  only  closely  related,  but  sometimes  the 
distinction  is  blurred  as  with  the  large  gold 
commemorative  medals  that  look  like  large 
denomination  coins  issued  by  Kings  of  the 
Lithuanian-Polish  Commonwealth  during  the  1 6 
hundreds.  Medals  are  indeed  a very  legitimate 
numismatic  topic.  And  although  we  had  covered 
some  medals  by  Rim^,  as  well  as  those  of  other 
medalists.  I'm  sure  articles  in  the  future  will  be 
forthcoming  as  the  material  becomes  available. 

One  members  was  interested  in  seals  and 
another  in  heraldry.  Both  of  these  topics  are 
critical  for  a thorough  understanding  of 
Lithuanian  numismatics.  For  example,  our 
medieval  coins  do  not  provide  a evolutionary 
record  of  the  equestrian  figure  to  the  Vytis,  but 
Lithuanian  medieval  seals  not  only  document  this 
evolution,  but  also  record  use  of  the  equestrian 
figure  by  Lithuanians  non-heraldically  even  after 
it's  adoption  as  the  Vytis.  Heraldry  is  also  critical 
for  appreciating  Lithuanian  numismatics,  e.g,,  we 
adopted  the  Portal  Gate  (Columns  of  Gediminas) 
as  the  Arms  of  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom.  Others 
also  adopted  the  portal  gate  as  their  arms,  e.g., 
the  Spanish  Kingdom  of  Castile,  German  cities  of 
Hamburg  and  Thorn,  and  the  Swedish  city  of 
Kelmar,  etc.  Yes,  we  do  have  to  include 
sphragistics  and  heraldry  material  not  only 
where  it  impacts  Lithuanian  numismatics,  but 
even  as  stand  alone  topics,  so  that  we  could 
better  understand  Lithuanian  numismatics. 

One  member  was  wondering  about  the 
popular  appeal  of  specific  coin  designs  and  how 
economic  conditions  determine  denominations 
in  circulation.  Population  surveys  with  regard  to 
coin  designs  have  probablv  not  been  made  in 


Lithuania.  However,  the  purchasing  power  of 
coins  at  any  specific  period  of  time  is  a legitimate 
area  of  numismatic  research  and  does  in  part 
addresses  the  issue  of  coin  and  banknote 
denominations  that  are  in  circulation.  This  area 
needs  more  coverage  in  The  Knight  that  it  has 
received  to  date,  and  we  will  look  for  material  on 
the  topic. 

One  member  expressed  a desire  for 
articles  on  medals,  pins  and  badges  of  Lithuanian 
societies,  memorabilia  of  Lithuanian  exhibits 
from  World  Fairs.  Society  medals  and  military 
medals  are  similar,  and  we  habe  had  articles  in 
The  Knight  on  Lithuanian  military  decoration. 
Although  examples  of  medals,  pins  and  badges 
are  plentiful  from  museums  such  as  the  Balzekas 
Museum  in  Chicago  or  the  Alka  Museum  in 
Connecticut,  work  needs  to  be  done  in 
interpreting  the  designs  and  researching  from 
organization  members  and  their  descendents  the 
events  for  which  they  were  issued. 

Rationing  stamps,  shares  and  passports 
were  of  interest  to  another  member.  Although 
we  have  had  articles  on  securities  and  checks, 
they  were  few  and  limited  by  the  availabiity  of 
these  items  on  the  collector's  market.  I'm  sure 
that  as  information  becomes  available,  articles 
will  appear  In  The  Knight. 

One  member  was  interested  in  historical 
items  such  as  old  Lithuanian  jewelry,  antiques, 
military  items,  etc.  Our  publication  is  devoted 
specifically  to  coins  and  banknotes  with  other 
domains  being  covered  as  they  impact  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  in  Lithuania,  the  newspaper 
'Voruta'  is  a Lithuanian  language  publications 
specifically  devoted  to  such  Lithuanian  historical 
topics. 

The  range  of  'other'  interests  expressed  by 
our  membership  expands  our  horizons  and 
thereby  enriching  the  Lithuanian  numismatic 
material  we  could  publish.  However,  we  strongly 
urge  each  of  you  who  has  a specific  interest  to 
pick  up  the  pen  and  write  an  article  on  that  topic. 
I think  you'll  find  the  experience  most  rewarding, 
satisfying  and  enriching. 


To  the  question  "Do  you  have  items  in 
your  collection  that  you  would  like  to  write  up  or 
are  there  topics  that  you  would  like  to  research 
and  write  up?"  10  members  answered  'yes',  28 
answered  'no',  1 maybe,  and  1 'don't  know'.  Of 
the  ones  who  answered  'yes'  two  suggested 
topics  on  Lithuanian  securities  and  one 
suggested  the  topic  of  counterfeits  coming  on  to 
the  market.  Here  again,  we  encourage  those 
members  willing  to  research  a topic  to  do  so  and 
submit  an  article  to  us  for  publication.  On  our 
part,  we  will  present  material  as  it  becomes 
available. 

To  the  question  "Do  you  display  your 
Lithuanian  collection  at  your  local  coin  shows?', 

9 members  answered  'yes'  and  42  answered  'no  . 
To  the  question  'Do  you  give  talks  at  your  local 
coin  show?'  5 answered  'yes'  and  42  answered 
'no'  with  one  saying  he  did  so  in  the  past.  And  to 
the  question  'Would  you  give  a sample  copy  of 
The  Knight  or  a membership  form  to  someone 
for  us  who  might  be  interested  in  joining  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association?'  43 
answered  'yes',  5 answered  'no',  1 said  he  'didn't 
know  anyone'  and  1 said  he  photocopied 
membership  forms  and  left  them  in  a local 
library.  It  would  appear  that  most  of  our 
members,  although  willing  to  share  their  hobby 
of  Lithuanian  numismatics  with  others,  are  'lone 
wolves'  with  few  people  in  their  immediate 
environment  who  would  be  intereted. 

Again,  we  urge  those  of  you  who  can  and 
are  willing  to  write,  to  do  so.  No  one  else  but 
you  will  have  gathered  the  information  of 
interest  to  you  and  no  one  else  will  present  it  as 
you  would  like  to  see  it  presented.  No  doubt  you 
have  though  deeply  about  your  topic  of  interest 
and  I'm  sure  that  gems  of  information  and 
perspective  are  just  waiting  to  be  shared  with  our 
Lithuanian  numismatic  community.  And  through 
this  sharing  will  we  each  not  only  individually 
grow,  but  may  advance  the  field  of  Lithuanian 
numismatics. 

As  far  as  our  financial  status,  for  the 
current  membership  year,  September  2002  to 

(Continued  on  page  7...) 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  IMatrlis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


Zloty  pol.ski  (monelos):  1.  Timpa  16G5;  2-4.  zloto  monctos  po  Lenkijo<- 
Lictuvos  paskutinio  padalinimo;  fx  Nepriklausomos  Lenkijos  Respublikos 
I XX  a.)  zlotas. 


Zn.  The  symbol  for  zinc. 

ZOLLPFUND.  See  the  Koeln  mark. 

ZOLOTNYKAS.  1/96  of  a Russian  pound.  In  the  metric  system,  about  4.266  gr.  divided  into  96  parts  (“doli”  in 
Russian). 

ZECPOSPOLITA  (Polish  for  Republic).  The  joint  Lithuanian-Polish  state  from  the  Union  of  Lublin  (1569)  until  the 
end  of  the  18th  century.  Its  crowned  head  was  selected  by  an  election  in  the  Senate,  and  became  the  King  of  Poland  and 
Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  in  one  person. 

^TONAS/Jeton.  A local  symbol  of  exchange,  a medal,  originating  in  France  during  the  13th  century,  prepared  from 
any  king  of  metal,  and  used  (and  continues  to  be  used)  in  playing  cards  and  other  games,  at  times  used  for  small  change  in 
limited  areas,  pinned  to  the  chest  for  political  purposes,  or  distributed  in  commemoration  of  some  event,  etc.  Frequently,  the 
jeton  resembles  a coin,  but  they  were  never  produced  or  intended  for  circulation. 

^YDPINIGAI/Jew  Money.  The  following  were  so-named:  1.  The  15th  century  Meissen  (German)  groshes  with  a 
bearded  man  s head  and  a Jewish  cap  (in  those  days,  the  Jews  did  not  shave).  2.  Private  Jewish  tc^ens  in  the  size  or  volume  of 
copper  pfenigs  or  hellers,  struck  in  Frankfurt  and  environs,  during  the  first  two  decades  of  the  19lh  century.  In  1823  these 
coppers  were  forbidden. 
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^YGIMANTAS  AUGUST AS/Sigismund  August  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  (1529-1572)  and  King  of  Poland 
(1548-1572).  The  first  to  introduce  in  to  Lithuania  multiple  grosh  coins.  See  Double  Groshes,  Triple  Groshes,  Four-Groshcs. 
Six-Groshes,  Thirty  Groshes),  and  the  first  to  emit  gold  pieces  (ducats,  Portugalers). 

^YGIMANTAS  SENASIS/Sigismund  the  Elder.  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  (1506-1548),  who 
introduced  into  Lithuania  the  gratis  coin  and  the  first  to  issue  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy  bearing  their  dates  in  years. 

^YGIMANTAS  VAZA/Sigismund  Vaza.  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  (1588-1632).  He  issued  gold 
coins  for  the  Grand  Duchy  which  were  among  the  most  beautiful  in  those  days  in  all  Europe,  and  some  of  his  n>edals 
entrance  experts  of  the  medallic  art  even  today. 

END  OF  LITHUANIAN  DICmONARY  (Pg.  201). 

CONCLUSION  OF  DICTIONARY  SERIES 


With  this  issue  of  Tlie  Kniglit  we  conclude  the 
English  translation  in  serial  form  of  the  1970  book 
NUMIZMATIKA  by  Lithuania’s  pre-War  Mint  Director 
1936-1939,  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1903-1984).  A biography  of 
Karys  appeared  in  our  April-May  1984  issue  as  part  of 
his  obituary. 

The  entire  Lithuanian  numismatic  dictionary  as 
we  call  it  was  translated  by  Val  L.  G.  Matelis 
(1908-1992),  one  of  our  enthusiastic  charter  members 
who  passed  away  in  in  1992.  A biography  of  Val 
appeared  in  a supplement  to  our  March- April  1995  issue. 

Our  first  installment  of  this  dictionary  was 
published  in  the  February-March  1989  issue  (Volume, 
11,  No.  5),  and  has  taken  us  through  63  installments  and 
over  1 3 years.  Since  we  began  publishing  the  translation, 
many  things  have  transpired  of  course,  but  this  English 
translation  record  of  the  writings  of  the  former 
Lithuanian  Mint  director  we  feel  has  been  valuable  to 
collectors  of  Lithuanian  material.  We  hope  you  have 
learned  from  it. 


V.L.G.  MATELIS  (1908-1992) 


The  original  book  is  long  out-of-print,  and  we 
encourage  our  members  to  purchase  any  copies  that 
may  be  available,  and  offer  them  for  sale  here  in  The 
Knight,  as  well  as  Karys’  1953  (pre-War  coins)  and 
1959  (medieval  coins)  books. 

FYI;  The  original  1970  book,  as  well  as  a 
complete  set  of  Tfie  Knight,  1978  to  present,  is  found 
in  the  library  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association:  library(®money.org. 

DIRECTOR’S  REPORT 

(Continued  from  page  5...) 

August  2003^  we  took  in  $1^130  in  dues  and 
donations  so  far.  With  current  postage,  printing 
and  supply  costs,  our  projected  fixed  outlays  will 
be  approximately  $450  for  postage,  $500  for 
printing  The  Knight,  $50  for  9x1 3 manila  mailers 
and  $29  for  ANA  club  membership.  Our 
variable  outlays  are  costs  associated  with 
inquiries  about  the  LNA.  Some  can  be  answered 
with  just  a 37  cent  letter.  Others  need  specific 
back  issues  of  The  Knight.  For  inquiries  that  are 
more  substantial,  I often  also  include  our 
anniversary  100th  issue  since  it  has  a good 
history  of  the  LNA.  In  such  cases,  especially  if 
inquires  are  from  other  countries,  postage  gets 
to  be  much  higher.  In  the  7 years  that  I have 
been  Director,  we  always  seemed  to  break  about 
even  at  the  end  of  the  membership  year.  Thus,  at 
this  time  I do  not  see  a need  to  increase  our 
membership  dues. 


8.  JOGALIA  COINS 

iContinued  from  page  1 ...) 

(black  Apostolic  Cross  in  a red  field).  The 
equestrian  figure  was  a common  device  on 
medieval  European  coins  and  seals,  pictorially 
saying  "I  am  the  military  commander-in-chief. 
The  equestrian  figure  on  this  type  of  coin  can 
not  be  considered  a 'Vytis'  as  it  is  not  enclosed 
in  a shield  and  is  therefore  not  heraldic.  King 
Vytautas  used  equestrian  figures  non- 
heraldically  on  a number  of  his  privy  seals 
decades  after  King  Jogaila  made  it  the  arms  of 
the  Lithuanian  Empire  and  Vytautas  himself  had 
used  it  heraldically  on  two  of  his  seals  and  on 
his  personnal  flag.  Ivan  the  Stern  of  Moscow 
(1530-1584)  used  a non-heraldic  equestrian 
figure  on  his  coins  long  after  its  heraldic 
version  was  the  established  arms  of  the 
Lithuanian  Empire. 

18  coins  have  a frontal  portait  of  King 
Jogalia  and  a legend 
on  the  obverse.  A 
beast  with  an 
entwined  design 
radiating  from  it's 
back  on  the  reverse 
Since  only  three 
examples  of  this 
type  were  known 
previously,  these 
coins  found  could 
yield  a weath  of 
information. 

Ironically,  each 
of  the  three  coins 
previously  known 
was  minted  with  a different  set  of  dies.  Thus, 
three  illustrations  must  be  used,  as  it  is  not 
possible  to  select  one  as  typical.  We  await 
annoucements  as  to  the  die  varieties 
represented  in  this  find.  Also,  hopefully,  a coin 
with  a clear  and  full  legend  is  among  the  1 8 
found. 


1 6 coins  have  on  the  obverse  fish 
forming  a ring  and  a Cyrillic  legend. 
Unfortunatelly,  the  text  of  this  legend  has  not 
been  made  public.  The  reverse  has  King 
Jogalia's  personal  arms,  a heraldic  Apostolic 
Cross.  Since,  only  two  such  coins  are  known 
from  previous 
finds,  these  1 6 
coins  will 
undoubtedly  be 
studied  intensely. 

With  this  type  of 
coin.  King  Jogalia 

is  unquestionably  celebrating  his  great  political 
victory  of  having  obtained  papal  recognition 
that  Lithuanian  as  a Christian  kingdom.  Most 
of  Lithuania's  royalty  and  nobles  were 
Orthodox  Christians  for  at  least  a couple 
hundred  years  prior  to  1387  and  many 
remained  Orthodox  well  into  the  1500's. 


Further,  intense  anti-Lithuanian  propoganda 
and  influence  buying  with  the  Roman  Church 
and  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  had  been  carried 
out  by  the  Teutonic  Order  for  over  a century 
and  a half  by  the  time  King  Jogalia  ascended  to 
the  throne  of  Lithuania.  Thus,  for  King  Jogalia 
to  obtain  papal  recognition  that  Lithuania  was  a 
Christian  kingdom  is  a giant  political 
achievement  indeed  and  very  much  deserving 
of  a commemorative  coin  such  as  this. 
Although,  admittedly,  he  did  build  on  the 
political  and  diplomatic  foundations  already 
laid  by  his  father  and  grandfather. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  a coin  previously 
unknown  was  found.  On  the  obverse  is  an 
Imperial  Eagle  with  a Cyrillic  legend.  On  the 
reverse  is  a beast.  We  wait  for  photos  or 
drawings  of  this  coin  and,  hopefully,  it  will 
prove  to  have  a legible  legend.  Rampant  and 
passant  lions  as  well  as  leopards  were  common 
devices  on  coins  and  seals  during  the  13  and 
14  hundreds.  They  were  found  on  Tartar 
coins,  Galetian  coins  minted  in  Lvov  and  they 
appear  on  many  seals  of  13th  and  14th  century 
Russian  dukes.  With  great  anticipation  we  wait 


to  learn  what  the  beast  on  this  coin  looks  like. 
The  fact  that  the  legend  is  Cyrillic  suggests  that 
the  coin  was  meant  for  circulation  in  the 
Lithuanian  Empire,  i.e.  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom, 
Ruthenia,  Volynia  and  the  former  Kievan  Rus 
Empire,  and  not  in  Jogalia's  holdings  of  Lachia 
(currently  called  Little  Poland)  and  Polonia 
(currently  called  Greater  Poland). 

The  62  coins  were  found  during 
excavations  on  the  grounds  of  the  Lower 
Castle,  at  the  base  of  Gediminas's  Hill,  where 
the  Royal  Residence  will  soon  be  reconstructed, 
next  to  the  Lithuanian  National  Museum.  At  a 
depth  of  over  two  meters  in  an  area  of  about 
three  meters  in  diameter  and  with  the  aid  of  a 
metal  detector,  these  coins,  half  of  a three- 
sided  kapa  (mark)  and  a fused  piece  of  silver 
were  unearthed.  The  coins  were  scattered  in 
moist  loam  amidst  construction  rubble  and 
broken  ceramic  tiles.  Some  of  the  coins  were 
covered  with  a thick  deposit,  others  showed 
signed  of  having  been  in  a fire. 

Scattered  coins  exposed  to  fire  and  a 
fused  piece  of  silver,  construction  rubble  and 
broken  ceramic  tiles  - such  circumstantial 
details  make  one  wonder  if  the  items  of  this 
find  did  not  end  up  where  they  were  found  as  a 
consequence  of  the  1390  siege  of  Vilnius  by 
Vytautas  and  the  Teutonic  Knights.  It  was  in 
the  fall  of  1390  that  Vytautas  laid  siege  to 
Vilnius  for  five  weeks  burning  most  of  it  as  well 
as  the  Twisted  Castle  (Keivoji  Pilis).  Given,  that 
in  Lithuania,  documents  have  survived  only 
from  the  reign  of  King  Vytautas,  one  can't  help 
but  wonder  if  the  Twisted  Castle  had  been  the 
archives  of  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom  and  by 
burning  it,  Duke  Vytautas  sent  up  in  smoke  all 
the  treaties  as  well  as  the  wax  seals  of  our  kings 
previous.  If  excavations  were  to  be  conducted 
where  the  Twisted  Castle  once  stood,  on  Hill  of 
the  Three  Crosses  (Trijq  Kryziq  Kalnas),  what 
coins  might  be  uncovered  there!  Wouldn't  it 
be  exciting  if  coins  of  Mindaugas,  ^varnas, 
Traidenis,  or  Gediminas  were  to  surface  from 
such  excavations?  Further,  if  these  62 


scattered  coins  were  uncovered  in  an  area  of 
only  about  seven  square  meters,  how  many 
more  coins  might  come  to  light  if  the  search 
area  was  expanded? 

What  makes  this  discovery  unique  is  that 
5 types  of  coins  were  found.  Previously  finds 
in  Lithuania  uncovered  only  one  or  two  types 
of  coin.  Further,  the  large  number  of  rare 
coins  found  and  the  discovery  of  new  type 
makes  this  a very  valuable  find  indeed! 

The  kapa  fragment,  fused  silver  piece 
and  coins  are  currently  housed  in  the 
Numismatic  Department  of  the  Lithuanian 
National  Museum  in  Vilnius.  After  these  items 
are  cleaned  with  ultrasound  and  conservation 
procedures  are  completed,  they  will  be  placed 
on  public  exhibition,  although  when,  at  this 
time  the  museum  staff  can  not  predict. 
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VV  ANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

10. 

WANTED:  Any  Lithuanian  gold  coins  or 
military  items.  Phil  Winskunas,  6019  Powderhouse 
Circle.  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57110.  E-mail: 
Liet@splitrocktel.net. 

WANTED:  I am  looking  for  the  1942  holed 
bronze  coins  of  Norway  in  exile  of  10  ore,  25  ore, 
and  50  ore.  Peter  Shulin,  645  Hayes  Ave, 
Washington,  PA  15301. 

WANTED:  1 am  actively  buying  Lithuanian 
military  and  Boy  Scout  Orders,  and  Estonian 
Fireman  medals.  Send  me  a list  of  what  you  have 
for  sale.  Tony  Tumonis,  4160  W.  Melinda  Lane, 
Tucson,  AZ  85742-9106.  E-mail:  Lith57@aol.com. 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuanian, 
Klaipeda/Memel,  pre-1941  only.  Send  photocopies 
with  quotes  to:  J.  R.  Grene,  26  Bearsden  Road, 
Athol,  MAO  1331. 

FOR  SALE:  Out-of-print  book:  “Petras 
Rimsa  Pasakoja”  (The  Story  of  Petras  Rimsa). 
Hard  cover,  388  pages.  By  Juozas  Rimantas,  1964. 
Published  in  Vilnius,  in  Lithuanian.  This  is  the 
textual  story  of  the  famous  Lithuanian  medalist 
Petras  Rimsa.  Numerous  photographs  of  the 
medalist,  his  family,  sculptures  and  medals.  Nice 
condition,  with  well-worn  dust-cover  $30.00. 

WAUKEGAN,  ILLINOIS  “Lithuanian 
Auditorium”  aluminum  token  SET!  5c,  10c,  25c, 
$1.  Uncirculated.  $15. 

LITHUANIAN  Pre-WWlI  Coins! 

KM-79  (Y-9)  1 centas,  1936.  XF  with  about 
20%  original  luster.  $8.00. 

KM-81  (Y-11)  5 cental,  1936  XF  with 
about  20%  original  luster.  Nice!  $13.00. 

OTHER  COINS: 

1999  1 litas  “Baltic  Way”  commemorative. 
Uncirculated.  $2.50. 

2000  1 litas.  Uncirculated.  $1.00. 

2002  1 litas.  Uncirculated.  $1.(X). 

2002  2 litai.  Uncirculated.  $2.(X). 

Frank  Passic.  E-mail: 

albu)nfp@hotmail.com.  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
MI  49224.  E-mail  me  for  my  complete  list  of 
Items 


LETTERS 

Your  article  in  the  September-October  2002  issue 
of  The  Knight  about  the  new  10  Litq  note,  and  Darius  and 
Girenas,  is  outstanding.  I had  always  assumed  the  insignia 
on  Darius’  cap  was  some  kind  of  Lithuanian  symbol.  No, 
thanks  to  you,  1 know  better.  With  no  offense  to  your 
genealogical  research,  Darius  was  not  bom  with  the 
middle  name  Jucevicius.  That  was  the  surname  of  his 
step-father,  which  the  whole  family  adopted.  Then  when 
he  they  emigrated  to  the  U.S.  they  shortened  it  to  Jucas. 
He  went  through  high  school  as  Jucas,  during  which  he 
endured  many  mispronounciations,  bothered  most  of  all  by 
the  one  phonetically  sounding  like  Jokas— he  did  not  like 
being  called  a joke.  Thus  after  graduation  he  reverted  to 
his  original  surname,  but  condensing  it  to  Darius. 

—Bill  Kolicius,  Allison  Park,  PA 

Regarding  your  article  about  frustration  in  ordering 
Lithuanian  coins,  I have  one  more  step  that  you  might  tack 
on  the  end.  It  is  to  carry  a balance  with  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  (sort  of  your  own  account)  which  more  than 
covers  the  next  issue.  Also  arrange  with  the  bank  to  send 
you  the  new  issues  automatically  as  they  are  issued  since 
in  this  way  you  do  not  miss  any.  I realized  I could  do  this 
only  after  missing  the  two  gold  coins.  I try  to  have 
$150.00  worth  of  Litas  in  the  account  Just  in  case  they 
spring  another  gold  coin  without  notice.  Best  regards, 

Harvey  W.  Oshrin,  Vista,  CA. 

LNA  TO  MEET  AT  BALTIMORE  ANA 

Set  your  caieudars  for  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  July  30- August  3. 
We  will  be  having  an  LNA  meeting!  More  details  later  in  the  next 
issue! 
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